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INFO AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY NASSAU 
AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN 
USINT HAVANA 
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E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: CARICOM. ECIN, ETRD, IM 
SUBJECT: FURTHER ON CARICOM 

REF: (A) KINGSTON 6153, (B) KINGSTON 6213 

1 . POSITIVE: IN DISCUSSION WITH ECON OFFICER, MFA 
ECONOMIC DIVISION OFFICIAL DENNIS GAYLE CONFIRMED THAT 
GOJ VIEW OF RECENT CARICOM MINISTERIAL WA THAT IT WAS 
A POSITIVE EVENT AND SUSTAINED THE ORGANIZATION EVEN 
THOUGH LITTLE WAS REALLY ACCOMPLISHED. THE GOJ WAS HAPPY 
TO BE ABLE TO INCREASE ITS QUOTA FOR CARICOM IMPORTS 
AFTER THE SEVERE RESTRICTIONS IN 1977. THE JAMAICA DOLLAR 
AMOUNTS INVOLVED FOR 1978, HOWEVER. COMPARE FAVORABLY 
WITH THE 1976 QUOTAS ONLY IN NOMINAL TERMS. GIVEN JAMAICA'S 
SIGNIFICANT DEVALUATIONS SINCE THEN. NONETHELESS, THE RE-OPENING OF 
THE JAMAICAN MARKET, THE LARGEST IN CARICOM. IS A DECIDED 

BOOST FOR REGIONAL TRADE. MR. GAYLE ALSO NOTED WITH 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 KINGST 06492 181459Z 

PLEASURE THE SUCCESSFUL BARBADIAN TRADE MISSION HERE 
SHORTLY AFTER THE MINISTERIAL (SEE REF B) AS THE FIRST 
RESULT OF GREATER ACCESS TO THE JAMAICAN MARKET. 

2. NEGATIVE: MR. GAYLE NOTED THE EXTREME DISAPPOINTMENT 
OF CARICOM MEMBERS WITH GUYANA'S CONTINUING INABILITY 
TO EASE ITS RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTS. HOWEVER, THE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

HARDEST FEELINGS ARE REPORTEDLY DIRECTED BY TRINIDAD 
AGAINST IAMAICA WITH THE FORMER STILL RESENTFUL OF 
JAMAICA'S EARLIER ACTIONS WHICH REDUCED TRINIDADIAN EXPORTS 
IN SENSITIVE INDUSTRIES, E.G. CLOTHING. MR. GAYLE 
ATTRIBUTED TO TRINIDAD'S ILL WILL, TOWARD JAMAICA PARTICULARLY, 

THE JUST ANNOUNCED INDEFINITE POSTPOIEMENT OF THE CARICOM 
FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETING ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR THE 
END OF AUGUST. ONE CONSEQUENCE IS THE FURTHER DELAY IN 
SELECTING A NEW CARICOM SECRETARY GENERAL. WITH THE 
DEPARTURE OF ACTING SECGEN JOSEPH A TYNDALL TO ASSUME A 
MINISTERIAL PORTFOLIO IN GUYANA (SEE GEORGETOWN 2539), 

CARICOM LEGAL ADVISOR CARL DUNDASS IS NOW THE ACTING CHIEF 
OF THE ORGANIZATION. 

HAVERKAMP 
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